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Backwound 'is at Tab A.
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As Secretary I(.issir.ger indicated to the Prime Lk-Lster,
we hkve looked icto the issue of e:xecutions in Chile.
The following is the most honest assesszent we have.

On October 24, t.he Junta announced that s=TLzary,
on-tile-spot executions would no longer be carried
out and that perso~.s catight in the~act of~resisting
the goverrxent rccald hencefor'& be held~for military
courts. Since t;?+t date, 17 executions  follm:ing
nilitary triais heIre Seen ar.nounced.

Publiclv +ckno~lel;ed executions, both swz.ary and
in com:i;iance I,iit!l ~01:" martial sentences, 20x total
npprcxrzately 109, 1.,-i=;; 2-n additional 40 prisoners
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shot while "trying to escape."
infoma'tion giits

E!ore con&ential
Zhe nuzzbez of executions N .g

ppri~.A-; %+-30=+c--920r'-The latier~figure
is-pob&iy a bores acc-ur--e ~m%ZTtion-of---he
ex~mct.ioe:~ &&,.

Our best estinate is that the military ar.d police
units in the afield are ~ge;:z=2lly conolyir,g r.;ith
,the order to desist frcri suxzary executiccs. At
least the rather freqaect~use of r2adon violence
that narked 'Che operatior?s of these units in the
early post-coup days has clearly abeted for the
tine being. Bowever , there zre no indications as
yet of a dis;osition to fore50 executions after~~~
military~trial._.

The Chile2z-~ leadersjustify  these executions as
entirely legel in the appljxation of mrtial law
under what they have declared..tobe a "state of
siege in tixke of tia~:. 'I'. Their coie of tiilitary . .
jus~tice permits death by firing squad for a,.range
of offenses, including treason, arzed resistance,
S-llegal pqSsession  of ems and rut0 theft. Sentences
handed d&n by niliteq tribr;nals durirg e-state of'
sieTea.re..not  revie+zFb>e~by civilian courg

TheSunta now has G&e coafid2nce in the security
situation ar,d.,zore abiareaess of the pressure Of
internation.aI'opinion.
that the,,&&& coctinues

It nay be a ho?efcl sign
to~st2.11 on bringing to

trial for-q-z Cabinet ministers and other pro;ninent
NarxiGs -- people the railitary initially had every
inGb.tion of standing up before.firincj sqcads~

: :
HOW the military leeders proceed in this area fro.?
noi? oil will be influc~~ced by'soxe degree by outside
opiI?ion,&& _Y-;Ir..;C.l),  OH but the najor
consideration fill con&ue to be their assessiaent
of the security situetion.

The U.S. does not np?rove ef fidese execu~Sx2.5.
tic hzve -- an2 will. continue -- to mire our position
kllCC32 t0 the Chileaa Gc~'eri~~.ent.
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